
 

final landscaping plans to be approved 
before his crews can lay asphalt for the 
parking lots and driveways surrounding 
the building.  
 Inside, McCray said nearly all of 
the buildingôs sheetrock has been hung 
and 95 percent of the electrical wiring 
and 80 percent of the plumbing are 
complete. The building has seven 
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heating, ventilation and air conditioning 
(HVAC) units and theyôre all operational.  
He said theyôre currently being used to draw 
moisture out of the concrete base so crews 
can begin to install the final flooring in the 
next couple of weeks.  
 Most of the walls have received a 
coat of primer paint and a second coat will 
be applied. Crews are beginning to put in 
counters and gradually many of the final 
finishings will be added. 
 ñThis is one beautiful building,ò 
McCray said. ñIf all goes well, we should be 
finished by the third or fourth week of April. 
Weôre running a full crew of 85 to 100 men, 
working six days a week.  And, it depends on 
the weather.ò 

C onstruction of the new West 
Feliciana Hospital is moving along 
well ahead of schedule and 
Superintendent Max McCray said 
with a little luck and some good 
weather, the construction phase of the 
project should be completed by late 
April or early May. 
 ñ Weôre running ahead of the 
contract schedule, but weôre running 
behind on my schedule which is a 
little more ambitious,ò said McCray, 
who has been with the contractor, 
Stuart and Company, for 24 years and 
lives in Folsom. ñRain is killing me on 
the outside schedule, but the inside 
schedule is moving pretty good.ò  
 The $27.7 million, 53,000-
square-foot hospital building is nearly 
three times the size of the current 
hospital and takes advantage of West 
Felicianaôs natural beauty. Designed 
for 21st century healthcare, it will 
utilize state-of-the-art technology, 
with expanded emergency room 
capabilities, imaging, laboratory and 
specialty departments along with 12 
comfortable in-patient rooms. 
 ñThis whole building is the 
best looking building Stuart and 
Company has ever built,ò McCray 
said. Itôs also the largest project his 
company has ever tackled.  
 Finishing touches are being 
made on the outside of the building 
and all of the glass is in place. This 
includes a window with a large 
hummingbird in the chapel and the 
signature glass tower in the atrium, 
which features a beautiful tree 
etching.  
 McCray said heôs waiting on 
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Above Left: An etching of a beautiful tree 
graces the glass tower of the atrium area of 
the new hospital.  
Above Right: A hummingbird, the logo symbol 
of West Feliciana Hospital, is etched on the 
window of the new chapel. 
Left: A painter rolls a primer coat on the 
ceiling of the atrium of the new hospital. 



Message from CEO Lee Chastant    

C onstruction on your new hospital is 
making great progress. Every day more 
walls are being finished, more interior 
systems are being installed. I believe our 
new facility will have a huge ñWOW!ò 
response from the community when we 
open this summer.   
 What can you expect from your 
new hospital? A 53,000-square-foot 
facility built to deliver healthcare in the 
21st century. You will receive 
extraordinary care because this facility is 
spacious with private patient areas for 
imaging, lab and emergency services and 
12 private inpatient rooms.  If you are 
transported by EMS, you will have a 
special express entrance that will get you 
to the ER efficiently.      
 The Emergency Department is 
an excellent example of the state-of-the-
art technology that is designed in the 
entire hospital. A communication and 
monitoring panel is in each room so 
physicians can observe their patientsô 
progress ensure a quick diagnosis and 
effective treatment. 
 The new imaging equipment 
will offer a level of technology that gives 
our hospital the most current diagnostic 
tools. We will have one of only two 128-
slice CT (CAT) scanners in the entire 
Greater Baton Rouge region.  This  
scanner has the highest resolution  

 
available in the industry. CT scanners 
help to detect cancer and other life-
threatening diseases. Accuracy and 
resolution are extremely important for 
making critical diagnoses. 
 In addition, we are the first 
hospital in Louisiana to join the growing 
National Heart Health Program, a 
network of facilities that use CT scanners 
to measure a patientôs calcium in their 
arteries. This important, low-cost 
procedure will allow us to measure 
coronary artery disease, a key early 
detection tool to help us prevent sudden 
heart attacks.  
 We have partnered with 
Womenôs Hospital to offer 3D 
mammography in our new facility. This is 

a revolutionary new screening and 
diagnostic breast imaging tool that 
improves the early detection of breast 
cancer. During the 3D part of the exam, 
an x-ray takes multiple images of tissues 
in just seconds. We will also be offering 
endoscopy. A special suite for these 
procedures is designed for the latest 
equipment for accurate testing of the 
gastrointestinal tract as well as other 
procedures with an emphasis on comfort 
and privacy. 
 These are just two examples of 
our goal to expand the services we 
provide along with MRI, digital 
radiology, ultrasound and 
echocardiograms.  
   We are able to build this $27.7 
million facility with 64 percent of the 
funding provided by a low-interest loan 
from the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
and the additional funding from Investar 
Bank and our own reserve fund. These 
funds pay for construction, technology 
and furnishings.  
 This facility is designed with 
future expansion in mind, with the 
intention of adding more convenient 
services that will mean less travel time for 
our citizens. Once the new facility opens, 
our goal is to offer you the finest health 
care services we can using state-of-the-art 
technology in a comfortable, modern 
facility conveniently close to your home. 
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Lee Chastant, CEO 
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